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50 to 200 Dead
In Munition Blast
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\estorday that twenty-five firemen,;
twelve marines nnd ten coast guards
had lost their lives in the first great
explosion. One of the bodies recov-

ered wore the tattered remnants of a

coast guard uniform. The head and
both legs are missing.
The fire then got completely out of

the hands of those who were fighting
it. At 4 a. m. a shell soaring up like
a great rocket from one flaming build¬
ing crashed in through the roof of a

warehouse where several hundred
pounds of TNT were stored. This thun¬
derclap was heavier than the first, and
caused additional damage and probably
further loss of life.
Just what transpired thereafter is

not certain, for the cordon of soldiers
surrounding the burning factory was
drawn tighter and no one was allowed
to pass through, oxe*pt tire fighters and
rescuers. ,

All Bush for Safety
Theße soon had to abandon their

efforts entirely. Building after build-
ing became a mass of crackling flame.
The heat was terrific, and at last the
order was given to withdraw all men
to points at least two miles from the
plant.
There they waited, while the fusil-

lade of bursting shells quickened into
drum fire and the flames reached high-
er and higher. A'-waçehouse filled with
nine-inch projectiles caught tire, and
heavier voices mingled with the chorus
of six and three inch shells.
The flames continued to spread, but

there was nothing to do but wait. At
10:09 they reached one of the supple¬
mentary TNT magazines. This was

th« worst concussion of the day. It
wrought untold damage in South Am-
boy and other nearby communities.
Buildings in lower New York City
rocked and quivered. Employes in some

of the older structures were told to
leave. Windows were punched in for
nearly fifty miles around.
While the military authorities wer<>

preparing to order an avacuation of all
towns within the ten-mile zone, an¬

other explosion came at 10:30. When
the order was sent out, it was found
that most of the inhabitants of the
threatened area were in flight already.
Wires were down and Morgan was

cut off from the outside world. The
New York <fc hong Branch Railroad
was blocked, and residents of Mata-
wan, Perth Amboy and other towns
fed by this road were obliged to take
to the highways in their flight.
The pall of flame-shot smoke over

the plant became heavier and wider.
Urged on by the wind, tne lire was

sweeping toward Cheescauake Creek.
At a pier beside this creek barges
loaded with TNT were tied up. In a

magazine built into the bank was an
enormous" quantity of TNT, the heaviest
explosive known. If the fire kept work¬
ing in that direction the authorities be¬
lieved that it would be only a matter
of a few hours before a bursting shell
would be responsible for a disaster be¬
side which the damage up to that time
would be insignificant.

Still, there was nothing to do but
wait. Nothing human could have lived
in the blistering heat area about the
fire, even if he had been able to es¬
cape the shells, which were dropping
Hke rain.

Other Plants Threatened
There was additional danger, for

the bursting projectiles began to fall
uncomfortably near the Hercules pow¬
der plant, a mile away, and were
edging in toward the factory of the
California Loading Company, two miles
off.
At noon came the last of the mighty

earthquake blasts.another TNT store¬
house. This completed the wreck that its
forerunners had begun in South Amboy
and Perth Amboy. The So/uth Amboy
Hospital, jammed with the injured who
had been brought there during the
night and early morning, had to be
evacuated. Windows and doors had
been blown in a,nd it was feared that
the entire structure might collapse.
By this time South Amboy was prac¬

tically deserted. So great had been the
burden placed upon the bridge over the
Raritan during the previous twenty-
four hours that it was feared it

might collapse. The refugees were
diverted to a moro roundabout route.

All afternoon the work of clearing;
the /.one. which army officers believed
would be blasted oui of nil recognizable
shape if the great magazine went up,
proceeded, while the Are continued to
rage and crept nearer and nearer the
danger line behind its- barrage of
shells.
How near was the wave of fire to

the magazine? Was it si ill advancing?
These were questions that passed up
and down the cordon of troops that
held their ground «nd wondered halt-
humorously what was jroinjr to happen
to them when "the big one noes."

Airplane to Rescue
But the officers in charge of the!

situation had been at work and had de-l
termined to use one of the mainstays
of human warfare upon t*his battle,
with inanimate things.

It was thought that the great maga-
zinc would go at somewhere near 4
o'clock. Jus., before that hour those'
who watched and waited saw a black!
soeck come drifting in from the east,
watched it grow and take form until
the snarl o¡' a motor came to their
ears above the thunder of bursting
shells. It was an aeroplane from the
flying fields at Flempstead, sent toj
scout above the advancing ranks of
the fire.
The cordon of troops saw it wheel

and dip in and out ol ti e smoke cloud.
Once it swept so close that they could
see the observer leaning out, field
glasses glued to his eyes. At last the
observation was completed and the
'plane lipped to earth behind the line
of waiting men.

"All safe," came the answer to the
question each was asking. "It won't
reach the magazine."

"I do not think the explosion re¬

sulted from carelessness among our

employes," said T. A. GiUespie, head
of the munition plant, yesterday after
conferring with military authorities
at Perth Amboy. Without venturing
any reply to a question as to the pos¬
sibility of the explosion's being the
work of Germany, Mr. Gillespie said:
"This is war. however, ami we ai-e in
the midst of it."
The Gillespie plant had barely begun

to produce at its maximum rate when
the first explosion at. 8 p. m. Friday
started the disaster. Three of the
new buildings were levelled at the
first blast and the shock was felt in
Queens. P'r.om then until noon the
rumble and detonations were nearly
continuous. Jersey roads were choked
by streams of refugees, who, in turn,
had to crowd to the ditches to permit
the motor trucks filled with soldiers
and sailors coming to establish mar-

tial law within a ten-mile zone of the
plant to get to their posts.

Military Takes Charge
Military authorities took control at

once, the first to arrive being a de-
tachment of Coast Guards from New
York. Colonel Douglas I. McKay, for-
mer Deputy Police Commissioner and
now of the loading section of the pro,-
duction division of the Ordnance De-
partment, arrived at South Amboy in
the morning from Washington and
started an inquiry.
The plant consists of more than 130

buildings in all, and was one of tha
largest munition works in the world,
valued at more than $18,000,000. Only
three of the nineteen units of the
plant are believed to have been in
operation at the time of the explosion.
Seven of the nineteen units had been
put in commission and the other
twelve were ready for occupancy. They
consisted of one and two story wooden
buildings with iron roofs, each 250
feet long and 75 feet wide. The plant
extended for half a mile along Rari-
tan Bay.
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"The Furs that
Heighten Woman'«
Charm."

AS all textiles, especially woolens, are so scarce and high, Furs
are taking their place to a wide extent.

Furs themselves are advancing.due to manufacturing and other
heavy expense, coupled with the demands of fashion, economy and
necessity.

Therefore, in every respect, early purchases are to be recom¬

mended.

Subscribe to the Fourth Liberty Loan-
No One Can Afford to Refuse ^

SGENE OF THE BATTLE AT HOME

Sayreville Township in New .Je rsey bore the brunt of the explosions
which began early yesterday morni ng in the main magazine of the Gil-
lespie plant in Morgan. South Am boy has been almost, entirely evacu¬
ated by the .civilian population aggregating thousands. For twenty-four
hours the battle against the spread of fire and explosions has gone on.
Shocks from the explosions which continued all day yesterday have been
felt through the territory covered by this map.

tie was a community housing thou¬
sands of workers, consisting of large
shacks or dormitories. This mush¬
room village had its motion picture
theatres and other amusement centres.
The first explosion occurred in Unit

01-1. Here "boosters," the detona'ting
mechanism used in exploding shells,
are manufactured. Seven thousand
pounds of TNT went up here. Shortly
afterward the adjoining units, 61-2,
71-1 and 71-2, caught Are and exploded,
Firemen from the plant, supported

by workmen and the military guards.;
pitted their puny efforts against the
conflagration, ignoring the explosions,!
which sent missiles of many tons',
which sent missiles sparing over their'
heads. One of these early detonations
was so powerful that the windows of a

passing train wer« shattered and every
'light in it extinguished instantnneous-
ly. Physicians and ambulances were

rushed from South Amboy and other
cities and àddéâ their endeavors to
those of the workmen who stuck to
their posts, giving ground only when
scorched out, The grounds about the
¡plant were littered with human as well
as inanimate debris.

Fireman Killed at Pout
A train filled with explosives was on

¡a siding at the plant when the fire
started. A railroad foreman who real¬

ized the added peril to the flro fight¬
ers in that concentration of powder
coupled an engine to the train and
started to pull it out. After he had
got tho cars in motion a shell frag¬
ment drove through the engine cab,
killing him. With tho dead fireman
on the floor of tho cab the train rolled
gently out of tho immediate danger
zone and was Btopped by another traln-
man, who saw that the engineer's seat
was empty, ;

Beyond the heroic lino of fire fight¬
ers was another of guards, who had to
use their utmost efforts to prevent the
wives of workmen from hurling them¬
selves Into peril of death to search
for thet* husbands, A trestle leading
from Perth Amboy to a point near the
plant was Jammed with hysterical
women, who were denied nearer ap-
preach.
The plant hospital soon became filled

beyond its capacity, and tho ambu-
lances hurrying other victims to the
City Hospital at Perth Amboy filled
that Institution, A hotel In that city
w.-i" turned into a temporary hospital
to handle the overflow. Army sur¬

geons were sent from tho base hospi¬
tal at Colonia, N. J., and many of tho
injured were taken there,
A heroir.o of tho disaster was a

plucky telephone operator who stuck
to her switchboard within half n mile
of the first explosion, plugging in calU
for assistance while shell fragments
and largor debris mined about her
hut and evory pane of glass In tho
stiucturo was shattered,
South Amboy was virtually deserted

by dawn, so far as its own inhabitants
were concerned, while schools, thea-
tres, halls and other public places
were filled with refugees from places
closer to tho point of-danger.

Scarcely a pane of glass survived In
Perth Amboy, and its occupants con-
sisted largely of a remnant of the
Homo Defence Corpa which had rallied
to guard the exposed buildings and
their contents. Mayor J, 1'. Ten-
broeck of that ctty ordered all
saloons closed and directed the public
to keep within doors. Similar ebndi-
tions prevailed at North Amboy and
Sewaren.
The Central Railroad of New Jersey

was compelled early to suspend pas¬
senger traffic beyond Sewaren.

Refugees in Flight;
Thousands Are

Houeds Here
Like Belgians driven, by the Hun

into exile, some five thousand destitute
American women and children trickled
into lower Manhattan yesterday from
the Staten Island ferric«, carrying
with them trifling remnants of homes

that had been razed in a night by the jexplosions of the government munition
planta at Morgan, N. J.
Some had fled from the shell bom-

bardment and flattened and charred
houses, while others had come north¬
ward because the military authorities
had driven them out for their own
safety.

All of them either knew or believed
that everything they had in the world
was gone beyond recall, but they bore
their losses bravely and found time to
smile in the midst of their misfortune.
They seemed to merit what Joe Mury,
the Battery traffic "cop," said of them:
"You don't have to go to Belgium for
samples of fortitude."
One old woman -who must have been

eighty.feeble and confused, wandered
through the motor traffic to the"sidc-
walk at South Ferry. She wore a
gingham dress, and over her head and
shoulders was a green plaid shawl.
Dozens of women stopped her and
asked her what she wanted, but she
remarked heroically: "I'm all rieht
They ordered me out of Tottenville
but. my son came with me, and when I
lind him I'll be all right. Don't worrj
about me. My home is gone by this
time, but I have a few dollars, antwhen Henry comes along I'll ro willhim." She persistently refused to telher name or to accept aid, and late;boarded a Broadway car accompanie«bv "Henry," a man of fifty, scantil-cíad.
Late last night it was said by mili

tary men who unofficially observed th
¡ horde of refugees that at least 60,00¡men, women and children had reachethis city from the danger zone anwould have to be cared for by friendand charitable organizations.

Representatives of the Red CrosKniphts of Columbus, Salvation Arm
and the Y. M. C. A. were on hand £the Battery early. They stopped evorjbody they thought might be in neeand made provisions for the care (euch as expressed a desire for food anhousing.
No injured persons came to SoutFerry yesterday. The long proccssioof destitute and injured persons tlusped northward in automobiles froTottenville to St. George, Staten Isand, were cared for Bt the the lattiplace, and only those who were, abletake care of themselves were allow«to come to Manhattan.
Word spread over Staten Island ra

idly in the early afternoon that t'
big magazine where an enormous quatity of TNT had been stored migexplode at any minute, but it had li

tie or no effect upon the people or the
general activity of the inland. Bravo
young women in uniform, from the Na¬
tional Woman's Army Motor Corps,
sped over the roads of the nouth shore
to Tottenville at. high speed, giving no

hoed ty the warnings that they might
at any minute bo hurled from the roads
by concussion. '

Of all the refugees that came to
South Ferry yesterday none attracted
more attention or elicited more sym-jpathy than eighty little boys between
the ages of live and six who had fled
from the orphanage of the New York)
Foundling Asylum at Huguenot. They;
trudged along in the care of three Sis¬
ter, who had no difficulty in keeping!
the little fellows in line. They had
h. en almost in a state of panic
throughout the night of explosions,
one of the Sisters explained, and were
now willing to do anything they were
told to do.
On the ferryboat from St. George to

Manhattan and at the Battery the.tiny
refug'.M'i it reived candies and popcorn!
from passersby with whom they chat-
ted. All were put on trolley cars and!
taken to the New York Foundling Asy-
In in this city.
The work of caring for the refugees

was well handled, and by nightfall the
work of segregating the homeless and
providing for them was done. More
than twenty automobiles in charge of:
patriotic owners were congregated at
South Ferry last night, anil within a
few minutes seventy men, women and
children were taken away to places of
shelter. Twenty went, to the Hotel
Earlington, one of the centres of the
War Camp Community Organization,
and fifteen were whisked away to the
headquarters of the Salvation Army.
The others went to private homes. The
Red Cross Motor Corps had twelve am-
bUlances on hand to care for those who
were too ill or infirm to travel other-
wire.
Over 100 refugees from Perth Am¬

boy reached Jersey City early last even¬
ing. As many moro were reported
to be on the way there in army motor
trucks. The refugees were taken to
the 4th Regimen!. Armory, Bergen Ave¬
nue and Mercer Street, which was
thrown open for their accommodation.
Cots for them to sleep on were provid-
« il by the Red, Cross, and several other
organizations took charge of provid¬
ing the stricken people with food and
clothing.

Christ Hospital, early in the even-
sent its ambulance with three doctors,
three nurses and two ministers to
Perth Amboy. During the afternoon
and evening the ambulance brought
several patients suffering from influ¬
enza, from the Perth Amboy Hospital.
A Liberty Loan celebration in front

of the Hebrew Sheltering and Immi¬
grant Aid Society home, 'J29 East,
Broadway, was stilled for a few mo¬
ments last night while J. K. Fain, gen¬
eral manager, made a passageway
through the crowd for so^me forty
shivering, ill-clad and weary men,
women and children who had just com¬
pleted n confusing nnd panicstricken
journey from Perth Amboy.
The homes of the refugees had been

wrecked over their heads and some of
them had escaped in their night
clothes, making up their deficiencies
in attire as opportunity offered dur¬
ing their trip. One of tlvem, Nathan
Greenstein, had six children; another,
Abrnham Cohen, nine. They were
taken in at the home, fed and put to
bed.

Stricken District
Like Belgium

As Help Arrives
While the mightiest salvos of explo¬

sions still were shaking and battering
Perth Amboy and surrounding towns.
sister communities out of the zone of
actual damage were rushing aid to the
thousands made homeless by the ter¬
rifie blast.;.
The prosaic roads leading away from

the stricken towns of Perth Amboy,
South Amboy, Morgan and half a dozen
otlier villages became for a time yes¬
terday like highways lifted from plun¬dered Belgium or Northern France.
Government authorities who arrived

at the burning plant took charge of af¬
fairs and ordered the evacuation of all
habitations within a radius of ten miles
of the danger point. There was no
difficulty in enforcing this order. Bythe time it reached many of the af¬
fected towns the evacuation had al-
ready taken place, and the roads were
choked with fugitives in automobiles
and carriages and afoot.

It is estimated that more than sixtythousand persons have deserted theirhomes within the last twenty-fourhours. Trucks and vans were pressedinto service. One of the latter, filledwith twenty-four persons, was tearingalong the Lincoln Highway vesterday
,n?, \l wa,i hillt(;d by " militiaman.We're not going anywhere, 'spe-«ally, the chauffeur responded to the

query. "We're just going awav."
Governor Edge of New Je'rsey onlearning of the evacuation early yes-terday morning called out the militiato protect the homes of the fugitivesand to prevent looting. Companies o<"infantry and machine gunners wererushed to Morgan and the surroundinecountry from Red Bank, Elizabeth andi New Brunswick.
Stemming the tide that flowed alongthe roads, ¿way from the still thunder-ing factory at Morgan, came relief or-gnnizationa from Newark, Jersey Citvand New York.
The Atlantic Division of the Red
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Cross first went into action. Early ycs-
terday it. received reports from Perth
Amboy th.it a thousand persons woni
in need of food and that the lint of
injured war, growing hourly. Auto¬
mobiles containing six physicians and
seven nurses toro out of the city, fol-
lowed by motor canteens and truck*
containing medical supplies, clothing
and food.
Tent colonies have been erected in

Perth Amboy and there the families
of employes whoso homes hnve been
blown uway are being cared for under
.the direction oT Alexander M. Wilson,
director of civilian relief. Dr. Thomas
.1. Riley, of Brooklyn, is assisting him,
and John S. Ellsworth has charge of
the canteen service.
On the heels of the Red Cross organ¬

ization came the ambulances of the
National League for Women's Service,
fen in number, each with a woman
driver and two aids. These respond¬
ed to an emergency call from the
United States Medical Department,
which found local facilities far too
few to care for the ever increasing
flow of injured back from the plant.
These were under the' command of
Major Helen Bastada and did yeomen's
service.

Aid Proffered by Mirny
Miss Lucy M. Ryder, superintendent

of the New" York Infirmary, organized
a relief corps of nurses yesterday
morning an«l accompanied them to Se-
vvaren, N. J., where they set up a tem¬
porary hospital.
A Brooklyn grocery concern, on

learning of* the plight of refugees
from the stricken district, loaded six
trucks with thirty tons of foodstuffs
and rushed these to Perth Amboy by
way of Staten Island for distribution
by the Red Cross.

Following the first explosion Friday
evening Miss Margaret Cristie, in
charge of the War Camp Community
Service's branch aL Long Branch, be¬
gan to turn the new service club there
into a hospital. She summoned nurses
and physicians and by dawn had the
(structure fitted up as a temporary
hospital with facilities for fifty wound¬
ed.
The National Travellers' Aid Society,

4(J5 Lexington Avenue, ordered all its
available agents to Jersey to assist in
the care of the refugees.
William Fellowes Morgan, president

of the Merchants' Association, early
yesterday morning wired to the Mayors
of Perth Amboy and South Amboy of¬
fering the sympathy of his organiza¬
tion and asking that he be informed
as to how best the association could
be of practical aid.
Thirty-Eight Ambulances at Work
Towns surrounding the devastated

district have organized under their
local Red Cross chapters to provideshelter for the homeless. There are
accommodations for 2,000 in Newark,
and Jersey City is tilling up the 4th
Regiment. Armory with refugees. New
Brunswick will care for 1.000, and
Railway, Woodbridge and Elizabeth for
500 each.
Thirty-eight Red Cross ambulances,under the direction of Dr. DohertySmiley, were at work last night. Gov-

ernor Edge has been asked to requisi¬tion cots and blankets for the suf-ferers.

Black Tom Blast,
Closer to New York,
Jarred City Worse

The distant explosions at the Gil-
lespie plant yesterday reminded New
York in some degree of the shock the
city got early on Sunday morning, July
30, 1916, when the great munitions
dump at Black Tom Island, off Com-
munipaw, went roaring skyward in a
mighty salvo, punctuated by individual
detonations of carloads of dynamite
and other high explosives.

In proportion as Black Tom is closerto New York than Amboy, the damagesuffered in this city at that time waigreater, though the explosions and the
suspense were shorter lived. BlackTom was just across the upper reachesof the upper bay, and huge packingcases filled with shells fell thicklyabout and upon Bedlow's Island.All live boroughs shivered at thelarger explosions and some of them
were felt in live states. Millions ofdollars worth of glass was shattered inManhattan and Brooklyn. The streets

j of lower Manhattan were inches deepat some places with window fragmentsfallen from the many-tiered buildingswhich bordered them.
Daylight found the money and ¡ew^lsections south of Fulton Street g'uard"-ed by police and soldiers, lest, pillagerstake advantage of the broken windows.But Black Tom, a mighty concentra¬
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NEW BUSINESS HOURS.0.45 A. *1. TO Ö.15 P. M.

Why Pay a Profit
on an

Officers' Uniform
When You Can Buy One

Hand-Tailored
in Whipcord
AT ACTUAL COST!

s45
IN THE FRANKLIN SIMON

MILITARY SHOP

ATRIG appearance is such an es¬

sential part of military discipline
that there is no need here to discuss
it. The point we want to .make is
that hand-tailoring is the only sure

method of acquiring it, and that this
is the only opportunity we know of
where you can secure a finely hand-
tailored uniform at the actual cost of
production. Ready-for-service, mind
you, but hand-tailored clean through!
No charge for necessary alterations

Service Stripes, sewn on FREE for
Officers nho have earned them I

Also at Cost!

Officers' Regulation
Winter Army Overcoats

of O. D. Melton

*20 s30 s40 s45
J

Officers' Doughboy Footwear
Endorsed by Six U. S. Major
Generals over their signatures

Doughboy Riding Boots . . . »28 to*$32
Doughboy Moccasin Trench Boots . . .20
Doughboy Oil Grain Trench Boots_ . . .25
Doughboy Cordovan or Calf Dress Shoes . .12
Doughboy Service or Garrison Shoes 9.50 and 11.5°
Doughboy Puttees . . . 9.5°tol6.0(*

New York Headquarter* for Doughboy Footgear

Men's Shops.2 to 8 West 38th Street
Separate Shops on Street Level

FIFTH AVENUE

NEW BUSINESS HOURS 9:45 A. M. TO 6:15 P M.

franklin Simon & Ga
-4 Store of Individual Shops

Fifth Avenue, 37th and 38th Sts.

Direct Attention
to their
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EXCLUSIVE FASHIONS
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Women's Suits CirIs, Coa(s
¡Misses Suits Cirlg, Dresses
\\ omen's Coats fkuj ? r* m.Children s Coats and Hats

Women's and Misses' Waists


